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Our heritage

Throughout our history, Grant Thornton has provided 
valued service to organisations with the potential to 
grow, to operate internationally, that needed to adapt 
to market conditions and deal with complex events 
or transactions.

• Consider two of the founding firms, Thornton & Thornton
which was established in Oxford, England in 1904 and Alexander
Grant & Co, which was established in Chicago, USA in 1924.

• The early history of Thornton and Thornton was closely linked
with a key client, Morris Motors, and as they expanded the firm
grew with it. Thornton and Thornton advised on the flotation of
Morris Motors in 1936, and provided international audit services
in the pre-war years.

• In 1924, 26-year-old Alexander Richardson Grant founded
Alexander Grant & Co. in Chicago. Grant, who had been a
senior accountant with Ernst & Ernst (now EY), was committed
to providing services to mid-sized companies, a commitment the
US firm still holds today.

1904
Thornton & Thornton 

is established in 
Oxford, England

1924 
Alexander Grant & Co 

is founded in  
Chicago, USA

1979
The US and UK firms 
form Grant Thornton 

International.  
Many of the original 

firms remain including 
Channel Islands, 

Costa Rica,  
India, Jamaica  
and Singapore

1981-82
Canada and  

Sweden join the 
network

1986 
The US and UK 

firms both change 
their name to  

Grant Thornton

1990
Grant Thornton 

International  
has firms in  
69 countries 

including Australia 
and France

1996
A worldwide  

audit approach  
is adopted 

1993
New member  
firm in Japan

1997
The first of today’s 

30 International 
Business Centres is 

established to 
manage cross 

border assignments 
and co-ordinate 

international work

2002
Integration of 60 

Andersen partners 
across offices  

in the USA 
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2008
A new corporate 

identity is 
adopted by 

Grant Thornton 
firms around  

the world

2009
New member  
firm in China

2010
Ed Nusbaum takes  
over as CEO and 

 launches our  
Ambition 2015  
strategy and an 

 investment programme  
in BRIC markets

2011
Warth & Klein  

Grant Thornton 
becomes our sole 
member firm in 

Germany

2012
Global brand promise launched

---
Significant merger  

with BDO in Australia
---

Significant merger in China  
and launch of our new Chinese 

character name Zhi Tong
–

New firms in the Baltics, Belarus,  
Gabon, Ivory Coast, Kenya, 

Paraguay and Togo 
---

Global revenues exceed $4billion

2013
New firms in Belgium, East 

Caribbean, Ethiopia, Kyrgyzstan, 
Libya, Nigeria, Tunisia

–
Grant Thornton wins IAB global 

network of the year award
–

Market leading growth for second 
consecutive year

Our history contd.

2007
Grant Thornton 

UK and  
Grant Thornton 
Ireland merge 

with RSM  
Robson Rhodes

• In 1979, the momentous step was taken by Thornton Baker in the
UK and Alexander Grant & Co in setting up a new international
network, Grant Thornton International (GTI). Many of the
original firms remain in the network, including India, Jamaica,
Costa Rica, Channel Islands and Singapore. All member firms
shared a commitment to providing attentive personal service and
the highest professional standards and  recognised that growth
orientated businesses required a special range of services from
their professional advisers.

• In 2008, a new corporate identity and logo convention was
adopted by Grant Thornton member firms around the world.

• In 2012 a single global brand promise and tag line was
launched, ‘An instinct for growth’.

• In 2013 Grant Thornton won ‘IAB Global Network of the
Year’ award.


